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12+ MONTHS BEFORE

Set your budget
Choose a wedding date                  
(check availability with family)
Book your ceremony and reception 
venues

Begin creating your guest list
Start researching vendors 
(photographer, caterer, DJ/band)

8-10 MONTHS BEFORE

Book your key vendors 
(photographer, caterer, DJ/band)
Shop for and order wedding attire

Block hotel rooms for out-of-town 
guests
Choose your wedding party 
members

6 MONTHS BEFORE

Select and order invitations and other 
stationery
Register for gifts

Order wedding cake
Book honeymoon transportation 
and accommodations

3-4 MONTHS BEFORE

Send out invitations
Purchase wedding rings
Schedule hair and makeup trials

Finalize menu and flowers
Book transportation for wedding 
day



1-2 MONTHS BEFORE

Track RSVPs and follow up with non-
responders
Get marriage license
Break in wedding shoes

Confirm final details with all 
vendors
Create seating chart and place 
cards

2 WEEKS BEFORE

Give final headcount to caterer
Confirm timeline with vendors and 
wedding party
Pack for honeymoon

Prepare payment envelopes for 
vendors (including tips)
Write vows if you're doing your 
own

WEEK OF WEDDING

Confirm arrival times with vendors
Prepare wedding day emergency kit 
(safety pins, band-aids, etc.)

Get a manicure and any other 
personal grooming
Try to get plenty of rest!

1 DAY BEFORE

Attend rehearsal and rehearsal dinner
Give wedding rings to best man/maid 
of honor

Go to bed early!

WEDDING DAY

Eat breakfast
Allow plenty of time for hair and 
makeup

Take a moment to breathe and 
enjoy your special day
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